Rights and responsibilities of the psychiatric profession.
Psychiatry as a medical discipline relies on the authority of medicine that is associated with the help to a suffering and deserving individual. If this source of authority is obscured, the discipline will be blamed for serving as a social tool for controlling undesirable phenomena and practices. Psychiatry as a medical science accumulates knowledge on the relationship of biology and psychopathology. It can provide an explanation of the extent to which mental illness participates in socially undesirable behaviour and phenomena. But it cannot explain undesirable social phenomena as a mental illness of sorts, let alone offer an effective treatment for them. We should carefully guard the boundaries of psychiatry to prevent its abuse in the future.